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Tothe Reader. 


7] CC 1s now as 
{| AÞj dove 40 years 
PX | fince Il trauſla- 

4 cd this picce 
ou: of French, 
and laid it by inloole pa- 
pers , intending to have 

| Publiſhed and cxpoled tte 
| ſame to common Teſt;bur 
\ ſoon after I underſiood 
, thatTI was prevented by a- 
nothers labour that ſtcpr 


into the Preſs before me : 
nevertheleſs, becauſe the 
A 2 0- 


To the Reader, 
other is now antiquated 
and forgorten ; and that 
upon my review, I may 
happily have phraſed the 
Authors meaning more 
aptly tothe modern mcde 
& acceptation of the Eng- 
liſh tongue, for 

N oz Terbum Verbo curge 
bit redaere fidus 
Interpres 


A juſt rranſlatour muſt 


not ſ{trive to fol'ow the 


Author word for word , | 


but to ſpeak his ſenſe to 
the moſt lite of the others 
Language ; and becauſc 
the moment of this ſubje& 
cannot be too often incul- 
cated ( as the Great Do- 
Qor ot the Gentiles ſaies, 

Tt 


To the Reader, 

It grieves me not to mrite 
the ſame things, for 3088 
18 ſure) and that this book 
15noother than a perfect 
Map of Man, and 4-:ato- 
mie Of all ages; A Noſze te- 
:pf: m, which is the highelt 
Puch , and hard« ft Leſſon 
of all humane Learnirg; 
An Faiterſall Dyall', 
which ( though made 1n 
Fra; ce ) yet ſerves (wiuh- 
Cur anyAſtronomicall rc- 
cuQion ) for all Merici- 
ans, and fhews how the 
minutcs of mans life pats 
away from the firſt riting 
to the laſt ſettivg thereot, 
and even from Solomoz 
upon his golden Throne, 
to 1/eb ſcraping himſelf 

A3 with 


To the Reader. 
with Potſheards upon the 
aih-heap; for Statutum eff 
omnibu mori, what man 4 , 
he that ſball xot ſee death > 
( as D avid (aid it,and ſaw 
it ) and after that comes 
Tudgment to Heaven or 
Hell for ever. For theſe 
reaſons I have awakened 
theſe lines out of their 
Lethargie , and cauſed 
chem to ſpeak after fo 
long filence to a feople 
that never more needed 
good Counſel], and is 
rife for the ſharpeſt ſeve- 
rity and fickle of Gods 
Tudgment, Let us there- 
tore continually watch, 
that neither the World, 
the Fletb, orthe Devill 
plunder ' 


To the Reader, | 
lunder us-of the richeſt 
ewel of our Souls(which 
_ coſt the preatceſt price 
thar ever was) but ſtudy . 
dayly , how and why we 
came hither ©, -what we 
do here, whithet we $0, 
and in this mute, me- 
ment , mite , and mote of 
time ( white :2t #5 called to 
asxy) to work out our ſal- 
vationu(before the evill day 
coms when,of al the cum- 
ber and cares of Honour, 
profic,and the Eunghill(a) 
delights of this World ) (4) Com- | 
we ſhall ſay 1 have no P—_—_ 
plerſure in them, and ſhall 
tall under the tearfull and 
finall doom of eterna[l 
Scqueſtration both of 

A 4 Body 


To the Reader. 
BoJy.and Soul. Nowto 
quicken the apfetite of 
Mcdiuation herein , let us 


tO all our thoughts , words, b-: 


and. 4#:0xs, ſet this for 
Cen'inell, Yidit, Vent, 
Deus, God Secs and 
Ccmes. 


HLEftr. 

amor J oflraxpe 
ÞPPPPPP,FEP 
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| To the illuſtrious 


Princefle Madamoi- 
ſelle Azne de Rohais 


Madam, 


00009175 Book ahi 
Z TT 3 fights agernst 
* Vanity 1s jsſt!y 
To40h yours, becauſe you 
have overcome it; we ſight 
againſt it 13 wards z you 
OVEercomes: in ations ; afs- 
ons fo much better than 
. words, as health xs betier 
than Phyſick ,. and Yinery 
than the battel, Your name 
atone in the front of ny 


A 3 B.uok 


The Epiſtle 

Book ſbal give me mylejj on, 

for if 1 will patut out Fices 
with my per , your life 15 4 

patiers of oppoſite Vortwes : 
Nay to ſpeak truly, you teach 

me what towrite , for when 

1 would pifare ont V10es , 1 

ſet befcre me the contrary of 
that which I behold and ad*- 
mire tx you, To have often 
the word of God twyour 
hand,6ut more often tn 10ur 
mouth ; 7 0 be dayly prayings 
Tobe adorned mith modeſiy 
without art; To epen the 
hand to the affiited , and 
fhat the eax againſt vices z 
To be freely religious with- 
out { bod ( which makes 
Chriſtian wiſdom afjeged 

auſterity) are vertues whi '» 
the 


Dea:catory. 
the greatneſs of your family 
makes more xemarkable , 

and the corruption of this 
age more admirable ; ai 
age wheretn UVices are Wan 
ners, wherein prophane 
Uarity and tilany become 
Natare, and tri intocom- 
plexion. 3 amid all this 
darkneſs you ſhine as a Can- 
ale in the night. I know well 
Jaur modeſfiy likes not this 
diſcourſe , but the publique 
_— requeres tt, thai alt 
may know what eſteem we 
make of Vertue, and that 
vices which a up of 
themſelves, and aewmdah. 
owt watering , may find ar- 
gument from you enthey to 
46nd or condemne —_— J 
LPS: 


The Epiſile 

tn1$1S alſo ax honour to us, 
that the ſacred ſeed which 
we' ſow fails upon ſo good 4 
ground,and proves ſo frutt- 
jul , and that there are ex- 
amples among us , ſhewing 
the dijjerence btwixt true 
Godls:efs , and that ſuper- 
ftitzom adevorron mhich 
thinks to amuſe Gid mnith 
geſtures, and bizas it ſelf 
ftrifly to certarn wwmbers 
of reiterated words, and re- 
duceth Religion to the fin- 
gers end, 

Hauwing now Madam fo 
many juſt cauſes to preſent 
this book anto you , yet 1 
aur never undertake it, 
had not you commanded tt, 
1 4m n0t (tuffed with orna- 

ments 


Ded:catory, 
ments accoratng tothe dt- 
ftaſtfull bumour of this age; 
1 cannot ruſfle it out 1+ 
ſwelling termes , andfull- 
blown bubbles of words, which 
are for r0ne but brave fpi- 
rits; 1 cannot ialk of Batti- 
Ccadoes of Uices , or Scala- 
does of Vertues, 107 . call 
Jeſus Chri # the Daulphin 
of heaven, 1 do net compeſe mo 
{ o8 1h 
prayers upon 4 Fax 0r &his prin- | 
Noſegay ,'1 am- content tored Medir | 
ſpeak French, and aym are 
nothing but to be underſtood, 
and in deciphring vices to 
plant iz mens minds the 
contempt of the World and 
the lowe of God; in low 
tearms 1 diſcourſe of high 
WA4ters, axd paint out light 
with 


The Epiſtle 
with a coale; a fault which 
parily may be imputed to 
mine own dulxeſfs, partly 
to my toſſed aud troubled 
condition; 1t 18 not eaſy to 
ſtudy among gunſhot, nor ta 
mount the ſperits bigh, when 
a thouſaud things interpoſe 
and pluck them dawn again 
ard ſtop their flight : But 
the ſame your goodnefs 
which moved you to perſwade 
ne towrite, will perſwae 
you to bear with my imper- 
fearons , conſidering alſo 
that at the firſt it was not my 
prrpoſe thes writing ſhould 
come abrosd, axd therefore 
1 beſtowed lefs caye to dreſs 
it : Now that it is come 
forth &y year command Por 


bal 


Dedicatory, 

ſhall recerue it from the 
hand of him who prayes to 
God for the greatneſs and 
proſperity of your thrice No- 
ble Family ( which God hath 
honoured with his ſacred Co- 
Venant) and from him 
whoſe chief ambition 15 ever 
to obey 10u,axd while he lies 
to be 


Your moſt Humble, 


and Dutifull 
Servant, 


P.d.M, 
P0ÞÞdd$05$0P3:$pdH 
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MEDITATI ON 
VPON THE 


VANITIE 


AND 


MI S i RIE 
Op Lil 


© $$4 :$He diſtracted di- 
S $T > S verſity of the af- 
fairs of this World 

$2408 mangles our time 
in an hundred 

thouſand pieces ; every buſi- 
nels 


(2) 
neſs ſnatcheth away ſome part 
of our life; No tinie is ours 
but that which we fteal from 
our ſelves, robbing ſome hours 
eo examine our ſelves a-part , 
and confer with God; there 
is work. enough to be. found 
intheſc ſolitary Meditations; 
But the firſt work to be con- 
fidered of is the vanity and 
miſery of onr life, not to per- 
plexus tor it , but to- prepare 
usto leave it : None aſpires 
as he ought. to the life to 
ceine , but he that deſpileth 
the preſent. None deſpiſeth 
the prefent, but he thar hath 
throughly known it ; None 
. can throughly know it, but by 
beholding ir a far off, and 
by withdrawing the heart, 
and removing the affections 
aſide; for worldly pleaſures 
nigh at hand dazle & diſtract 
_ the judgement, Now 


(3). | 
Now if we would enquire 
of any that hath trod this 

path, \a/--2-2 in the beginnin 
6f his Eccleſiaſtes entring into 
this Meditation cryes 'out 
LV ansty of Vanities all is Va- 

nity 

T his preat Prirce, who had 
riches without parallell, peace 
without trouble , honour 
without envy; who was 0- 
beyed of his Subjets, admi- 
red of his Neighbours; whoſe 
reign of 80 years | os him 
full ſcope to fatisfie his mind 
in buildings, in multitude of 
horſes, inall ſorts of Studies 
and Sciences; whoſe Spirit 
trave'led through 'the whole 
courſe of Nature , having 
—_ = _ from the Ce- 
ar to the Hyſlope ;i yet when 
he had done " eonNdering 
tow much theſe {weets ' were 
mixed 


(4) 
mixed with gall, how little 
ſtedfaſtneſs in all theſe things, 
how ſmall contenement in all 
this travail, concludes thug 
of all his labours , all is 
Vanity and Vexation of Spi- 
ret 

He had learned this leſſon 
of his Father , before he was 
taught by his own experience; 
for David in the 39 Pſalm 
ſaies Man walketh in a vain 
ſhadowo , and diſquirteth him- 
ſelf in vain , he heapeth up 
riches and cannot tell who ſhall 
gather them. 

Now aiter ſo excellent pre- 
| ſidents let us enter into this 
Meditation, and takings the 
Razour from their hand, let 
us Anatomize our ſelves. 

There is no argument of 
greater moment than that 
which treats of Yanty , it is 
an 


, 


(s) 
an high contemplation'to di- 
ſcourſe of our own bufineſs , 
for then man defpiſing himſelf 
mounts above hiraſelf ; this 
Yaxity, mixed with Af5/ery 
muſt be confidered three- 
fold. 

Firſt, In the Nature of 
Jane © of 

Secondly , 1» his Aftions; 

Thirdly , In his thoughts 
and defir £10 


Vaxity in the Nature of 
Man, 


Firſt, Totake Man from girth. 


his beginning, the Nobleſt 
of all Men ( be he the Sonne 
of an Emperour ) is formed 
betwixt the Vrine and Or- 
dure', nouriſhed with the 
moſt impure bloud of all, 
might eafily be cruſhed by 
the leaſt tall of the Mother, 
or 


(6) 

or ſmooetbered with-the ſtink 
_ of acatidle ſnuff. 

His {Birth is ſhamefull, for 
no woman would be openly 
delivered ; on the other fide 
iisa glory tokilla man ,and: 
Duels dring men into reputa- 
tion... Thus it is a ſhame tov 
bringa Man into the world , 
and a glory to ſend him out; 


a plain proof that. the lite 'of 


a Man 1s an ezi//, ſince it is a 
ſhame to give it, and an ho- 
nour to take it away. 

We ſee allo he begins his 
life with tears , and when he 
is born he: cannot” help him- 


ſelf , but crawles for ſome. 


years in his own filth, where- 


as other creaturesas ſoon as' , 


they come forth fall upon 
their feet,, and run atter their 
food as ſoon as they are out of 
the ſhell, Man is born under 

the 


| 


\* 9 
the neceſſity of maintaining 
his life with the {weat of his 
brows , when all other Crea-* 
tures find their cloath laid ; 
onely man ha: h need of clo- 
thing, He-that is Lord of all 
the 'World is aſhamed to 
be ſeen, and theretore clads 
himſelf in the ſpoyl of ano- 
ther. | 
'Man alone is ſubje&t to 
more diſeaſes than all the 
Beaſts together ; they ar? 
not. hurt with Dewes, nor 
bleed at the Noſe, though 
they hang it'alwayes down- 
ward to: the ground, they 
know: not -- what Rheumes 
mean', the Stone, Tertian, 
or Quotidian Agues ; Man 
onely knowes theſe diffe- 
rences, and feels them : thoſe 
Beaſts that are more domeſti- 
call, are more diſeaſefull 
B than 


($) 
than others, as infected by 
Contagion. 

Man indeed hath Reaſon 
above Beaſts, but he devi- 
ſeth therewith how to tor-. 
ment himſelf, and ſtrains the 
uttermoſt of his wit about 

infull and pernicious Pro- 
jets; to be ſubtiſl. in ſutes 
: Law, to entangle him- 
ſelf in other mens Puſineks, 
when he is glutted and full, 
to raiſe up an artificiall ſto- 
mach , and a deſire to drink, 
without thirſt; and I know 
not how it comes to paſs, bue 
we are more ſenſible of Evil 
than Good, and troubles. 
fret us more -than all 
ſures can content us: ſcarce 

any one finds a generall 
health, bur ach inthe teeth, 
or pain in the fingers end. 
torments us; a drop of gall 
bitrers 


9 
Hitters a fea of ſweet, and 
how much hapineſs doth one 
attiAtion countervail ? 


Vanity of Wan w Drs 
Atlions. 


Man betng born thus poor Chil- 
and miſerable , what a while hood, 
it. is defore he can guide hime 
ſelf > how loag and laborie 
ous his Inſtruction ? what a 
while he trembles under the 
Maſters awe to learn vain 
words, and knowledge, that 
will deceive him? and inthe 
end of all this travel, who ſees 
not a froward humor, and a 
deipightfull perverſity ; and 
ina Child all che vices of a 
man, as in a ſeed or kernell 2 
the onely way to quiet a 
Child, is to beat another be- 
fore him :- if any touch but 

B 2 one 


(10) 
one of his toyes , he flings a- 
way the reſt for anger ; the 
love and lixing which they 
bear to their Babies, are 
plain ſeeds of 1dolatry, and 
ſuch are the Children of the 
beſt Parents. A grain of 
Corn, though never ſo clean 
dreſſed, makes ſtraw when it 
ſprings again. He that is cir- 
cumcized begets a Child with 
a foreskin on; thus we are 
driven to acknowledpe,in the 
frowardneſs of our own Chil- 
dren, the picture of our own 
corruption. | 
After Childhood comes 
Youth , which is a briſque hu- 
mour, aTi1h heat, that runs 
into all riot, ruſhes head- 
long into dangers, and re- 
jets all admonitions : Oh ! 
whata number periſh in that 
way? how many in this age 
are 


(11) 

are poyſoned with ſenſuality, 
which lulls- them in the lap to 
ſtrangle them ? treacherous 
Dallilah, that dallyes with 
them, to betray them to 
the Devil, an enemy far worſe 
than the Phil:ftims ; thoſe 
pleaſures are Golden Pil:s., 
which hide their bitter under 
their beauty ; and like freſh 
Rivers that loſe their plealanc 
relliſh in ſaltneſs, and drown 
their ſweetneſs in the Sea. 

Godlineſs cannot live un- 
der ſo dainty a dominion.; 
the knowledge of God(which 
comes from Heaven) will 
not be ſubje& to the Belly. 
nor dwell. in Swine; that 
lodging is fitreſt for the 
Devil, who ( by the ſuffe- 
rance of our Saviour ) en- 
tred into the Swine, and ran 

them headlong into the Sea. 
B 3 The 


Manhoo\), 


(12) 
The Devil feeds the prodi- 


gall Children with theſe 
hbusks of pleature, inſtead of 
the bread »f life, which is the 
Word of God. 

This heat a lirtle cooled 
with years, and man grown 
ripe, how ſee what other 
Vanities follow him. leſs boy- 
ſterous, but more ſullen and 
odſtinate; Then come Cares, 
chained together , domeſti- | 
call vexations', thoughts of 
a Family , troubles of fute, 
travells ofa painfull Trade to 
get maintenance for Chil- 
dren , who ſuck away all the 
ſubſtance, and to receive at 
length nothing tut Reproach 
and Inpratitude, 

ſheie Evils make men ever 
ciſtaſt the preſent, and rely 
upon the future; alwayes 
travelling to get a good, 

which 


13 
which flies from us, and be- 
ins gotten, it melts in our 
hands, and vaniſheth away ; 
if kept it contents us not , if 
helps not our fear, nor quen- 
cheth our thirſt ; this Ews/ 
tooks many wayes. 

There zre many meft (ho Coverout- 

hazard their life to get their 315 
living, and miſs the End co 
obtain the Means, as he that 
ſells his Sword to buy a Scab< 
berd, or his Horſe for Hay, 
and again, to get money, and 
not therwith to ſerve his turn, 
bue rather to ſerve his money; 
to have Goods as one hath 
an Apue, which rather pets 
| e:ick Man, than he, It; or 
like the Dogg in the Man- 
ger which eats not the Hay, 
but grinns if another -come 
neer it : Wretched people, 
who live poor to dierich,who 

B 4 C0- 


(14) 

covet moſt when they ate 
molt- in years, that is , make 
greateſt proviſion when they 
are at the end of theirjourny: 
He that fears God to diſman- 
tle himſelf of ſo great a miſ- 
chief, will confider with him- 
ſelf what the price & valew of 
Riches are, and will thus rea- 
ſon; The Devil offers theſe, 
but he never offers Piety, or | 
the knowledge of God; God 
ſhewes what account he 
makes of Riches, when he | 
gives them moſt abundantly 
ro the Wicked , into whoſe 
boſome they fall,as a Purſe in 
eo a privy. Our Saviour ſhews 
what account he made of mo- 
ny, when he pave /»das his 
Purſe, but to his bleſſed A- 
poſtles he gave his Holy Spi- 
rit; had he thought riches 
the true Good, ſure he would 

have 


I5 
have provided enough for 
himſelt; but he had not where 
ro reſt his head ; he honou- 
red poverty by his own eX- 
ample, and the Lord & So- 
veraign of the World, would 
have nothing in the Worldzto 
teach us to contemn the 
World ; A little wealth ſerves 
to live well , and leſs to dye 
well ; Godlineſs is great gain, Tin, 6. 
if a man be content with that he 
hath ; Naked we came into the 
World, and naked we ſhall goe 
out. Quiet poverty, is better 
than troubleſome Riches, yer 
ſuch is the ſilly nature of 
man, that he had rather 
fetch water from a raging. 
and violent ſtream, with ha- 
zard and perill, than: from a: 
ſmall Brook or rivulet with 
eaſe and ſafety; To get a maſs 
of money with danger and 

B 5 Cil- 


Amb u- n, 


(16) 

diſquiet, rather than a imall 
fum.ne with peace and lecu- 
rity; and at the end, he ſhall | 
be nothing the more fatis- 
fied, nay {till further off, and 
thinks all is loſt that he pets 
not ; ard this greedineis is 
alwayes mixed with Envy ; If 
lie happen to loſe his goods - 
(as Soiome- faith , Riches ta- 
keth to her wan'is, axd flecs te 
way ) it is as much as if he 
loſt his fences; for to rob and 
ipoyl a covetous man, 1s as it 
were to flea him; and to take 
away his money , isto pluck 
out his heart, becauſe he fects 
his heart all upon his money. 
The Godly man when he 
conſidereth thee things, will 
ſay with the Wiſe Man, 7hx 
is anuy & Vexution of S[#rits 
To this Vanity we may re- 
ſemble that ot many perſons 
| who 


| (1 

who extremely toy] them» 
ſelves to ger honour and. 

greatneſs; In this throng of 
people which preſs to get up , 
Thoſe behind would fain tred 
down thoſe betore ; three- 
quarters of them are enforc2d 
to (tay behind wich anger and 
deſpight : thoſe that have got 
to the top of honour pluck the 
Ladder afrer them, left 0- 
thers ſhould get up by ir, and 
when they are gotten to the 
top, then they ſhew taeir 
fricks, like Apes got upon an 
Houte or a Tree, making fa- 
ces at thoſe that are below, 
& ſet the people on gazing & 
gaping on them ; for there, 
ther weakneſs beſt appears, 
and their vices are moſt in 
view. Addalſlfo, that ifi this 
height they meet with more 
cares than before ; Trees 
ſh-ke 


(18) 
ſhake moſt ac the top ; P:»a* 
cles of high Towers are ofte« 
neſt ſtruck with Tempeſt and 
Lightning, we ſleep worſt 
upon the richeſt and embroy- 
dered Beds; we are in moſt 
danger of poyſon at the fulleſt 
Feaſts : but you never ſieard 
of any poyſoned in a woo- 
den diſh ; after innocent la- 
bor, fleep is ſweet upon a lock 
of Srraw ; This is alſo Vans- ' 
ty and Vexation of the Spi- *' 

rar. , 
This Vanity, joyned with 
a like corruption, appears e- 
ſpecially in the Court, where 
prime Slavery goes under the 
colour of Greatneſs and Gol- 
den Shackles are counted a 
Noble Impriſonment ; He 
that lives there, muſt make 
account to be alwayes mask- 
ed; to play twenty ſeverall 
parts 


(19) 
parts in one hour ; to havea 
number of Servants, but ne- 
ver a Friend; there , inno- 
cence is called Sillimneſs, and a 
ſimple Aﬀrmation is a figne 
there is no-ſuch matter ; 1 wo 
hate one another, and both 
know it, yet each ftrives to 
ſeetn to ſerye the other firſt, 
who ſhall begin, and who 
ſhall be laſt; and with theſe 
complements they make an 
Enterlude : Envy is never 
to ſeek for, but ever in faſhi- 
on there, eitherro ſupplant, 
prevent, or to nibble at one 
another, and no means but 
by ſlavery to avoid it; de- 
bauched tricks, and beaſtlineſs 
among Courtiers, become 
Lawes, and tura into com- 
plexion. One: had: need have” 
more Faith than a prain of 
Muſtard feedto keep himſelf 
| there 
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there from Corruption; as 
Ravens build on high Trees, 
ſo the Devil ncſ{tles among 
great ones, and there he 
batcheth and difcloſe@h his 
Youngs, which are Vices, be- 
cauſe there they are better 
ſeen, and ſhew themſelves 
with Authority; There you 
ſhall meet with tome that kill 
one another in bravery, upon 
the conſtruftion of aa word; 
2 plain proof that their Life is 
little worth, which they fer 
atlſo low a rate , butthele 
brave Ladds would. be foon 
= if they were to ſuffer 
or Gods Cauſe : Sure it 
would ask a number of thoſe 
Gallants to make one true E- 
vangelical 44artyr.Alas!how 
wretchedly do they under- 
ſtand the true point of Ho- 
nour : Th4s 8 alſo an Evil 

 _ Tras 
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Travel, and an extreme } a- 
ni). 

To this alſo we may adde y,nity © 
the YVasity of the other Sex ; Wemcn. 
For the greateſt part of Wo- 
men are vain , not onely 
through frailty , and exam- 
ple,buc by expreſs profe:ſiun. 

All their ſtudy 1s to ſet up 
Vazity, and upon that they 
are in Emuſation with one 
another ; for amidſt all this 
worldly glory and luſtre, you 
ſhall ſee fome wqmen ſwal- 
low*'d up of pleafures.flavesto 
.other Faſhions & Faces, who 
out of daiatineſs have almoſt 
loſt the uſe of their Feet with 
mincing, who beſtow a quar- 
ter of theirLife to make them 
ready; who buy their hair, 
borrow their face , make 
Idols of their bodies, yet tor- 
ture them again by a jult 

jadge- 
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judgement; who know no- 
thing, yet ſtudy to ſpeak well; 
who lookin the Glaſs a thou- 
ſand times a day, and call 


a Counſell: about. an hair. 


Poor Souls !. who changin 
the colc ur of their hair, a. 
raiſing themſelves upon their 
Chappins, would make Chri/t 
beleeve he did not well un- 
derſtand himſelf, when he 
«ſaid, Man cannot make an 
kair white or black , or adde 
exe cubit to his flature., If a 
mancould ſumme up all the 
time thata dainty Lady be- 
ſtowes in dreſſing of her 
ſelfall her life time, it would 
prove a dozen years ; ſuch 
Curioſity is next to Slavery : 
Burt who would beſtow fo 
much to any good end or 
purpoſe ? How comes it: to 
paſs, that clothes ( which 

were 
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were given becaule of Sinne ) 
are now- turned into: Sinne ? 
chat man makes that a mat- 
ter of glory, which God 
gave to cover his ſhame? | 
chat an argument of humility: 
ſhould now become a matter 
of pride? There is nothing 
more oppoſite to the zeale 
of Gods glory, than this 
looſe Vanity : Could a Wo- 
man that wears a pair of pro- 
digious Cheppirs, fly into ano- 
ther Country for the cauſe of 
Relig:on ? Could ſo delicate 
a Skin endure the cold and 
hard Priſon for the teſtimo- 
ny of the Goſpell? She thae 
cannot endure. the heat of 
the Sunne , becauſe of | her 
painting, could ſhe abide the 
Fagot for Gods Word ? you 
ſee how we prepare for ſuffe- 
rings, what Apprentiſes we 

are 


| |; Pleadings 
| at Law. 
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are for Adariyrdone? Sato. 
moe ſaw none of this in bis 
time, and the Yaw!'y of Ya- 
u:t5es whereof he ſpeakes, 
comes far ſhort ofthe Vanity 
of our Ape, By 

Bur now- behofd another 
kind of Vanity wherein men 
toy! themſelves, a bawling , 
roring. and tmmultnous 'a- 
nity, which is armed with 
ſtings, and covered with ſab- 
titty, which beftowes the 
greateſt pat of the time in 
bribbles, and pleads up and 


' down byrote; Goe bur in- 


| The Au- 
| thor in- 
| tends no- . 
| rhing of Neſs, and you will truly ay, 


| Juages, 


ro Gazild- Halt, or Court of 
Aſlizes , you will, wonder 
at the confuſed turmoyl!, and 
the Arts of Cozenage , ſuch 
toylſom - trotting up and 
down, ſuch a duſtie eager- 


in all this crowd of Lawyers 
who 


_ (685) 
(who ſometime ſpeak all at 
once) not any one once 
names God, unleſs it be in 
an Oath. 

There, while two devour 
one another in ſute, athird 
- man runs away with the 
prey, and the &tharpges fſur- 
moant the principalh. Whac 
a world of people live upon 
the wickedneſs of other men? 
What a number ſhould faſt, if 
others (who worrie one ano- 
ther) ſhould lay their malice 
alide ? Mee-thinks when Ged 
looks down upon this braw- 
ling aud confuſed throng of 
Lawyers, and their followers, 
they appear like Ants upon a 
Mole-hill, which ſtir petl mel! 
up and down without order 
or reaſon ; This is alſo an 
Evill Traveli, a Vanity , and 
Vexation of Spirit. 

Some 


| Skilt of 
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" Some will confeſs that 
theſe things are true, but will 
ſay, yer there are ſome ho- 
neſt ſtudies in the World, 
ſome commendable know- 
ledge, and many Civill and 
Religious vertues which cane 
not be comprehended un- 
der this Vanity, but are 
worthy of praiſe: yet even 
in this, the Yan:ty of man 
principally appears ; for if 
the beſt of our actions be 
vain, how much more the 
Vanities themielves. © Let 
us begin with Arts and Sci- 

ENCESs 
Now a dayes. Vnderſtan» 
ding conſiſts in the Know- 
ledge of ſonpues ; the Lear» 
ned buſie themſelves to know 
what the Women of Rome 
ſpake 2090 years ſince, what 
Apparell the Romans did 
wear 


= 

wear , in what ceremony 
Stage-play's were beheld then 
among the people, and to 
new furbiſh over, and refine 
certain Latine or - Greek 
words, which Antiquity 
hath long buried in dark- 
neſs; this is to rake a Dung- 
hill with a Scepter;, and to 
make our Vaderſtanding . 
(that ſhould command) a 
Drudge to a baſe Occupa-, 
tionz as ff a man ſhould 
make all his Meal of Sawces; 
the knowledge of theſe things 
is good to. ſeaſon , but-nor 
to nvuriſh. Some again hunt 
after words in' their old age, 
when they ſhould bave - 4 
things ; many leara their 
Grammar with Spectacles, 
they ſtudy to ſpeak true La- 
1sne , and are barbarous in 
their own tongue, and their 

whole 


(28) 

whole life a continuall Incon- 

gruity. 
Arts and Philoſophy and the Arts as 
Phito'o- they are ſomewhat higher, ſo 
Phic. they are ſomewhat harder, 

as the' Pixe Apples upon the 
| top of che Tree: many fall 
| that climbe for them, many 
| 
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when they have got them 
break their teeth with crack- 
ing ; as they teach to know 
|| more, ſo they perplex more; 
|| xEccl.18. He that szcreaſeth Know- 
[1 I: age ( ſaith Salomon.) increa- 
| ferth Serrow. Ignorance hath , 

| ſome commodity ; and when 
| all is done, this Knowledge 
oes not far : For no Man by 
| Philoſophie can clearly tell the 
| nature of a Fly, or an Herb, 
I much leſs of himtelf ; our Spi- 
| rits travell every where, and 
yet we are ſtrangers at home, 
we would know all, but doe 
no- 


PER (a9) 
nothing, for ( to ſpeak pro- 
perly ) our ſtudy is ao labour, 
but a curions lazineſs which 
tires it.ſelt , and goes not for- 
ward , like Squirrells in 'a 
cage, Which turn up and 
down, and thiak they goe 
apace, when they are ſtill 
where they were; we learn 
litcle with great labour, and 
that little makes 'vs lictle the 
better, nay', Many times 
worle ; a drop or dram of di- 
vine Knowledge is more 
worth than all humane what- 
foever. i117 J3.#34 
- To whatpurpoſe doth an 
Attorney + follow; another 
mans cauſe, when bimſelf - is 
at fuce with God 2 To what 
end doth a Phyſician under- 
take to judge of anothery 
health, ifhedoes dutly: ob» 
ferve tlte: palie | of: his ue 
on- 
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Conſcience > What are we 
the better to know by Hi- 


ſtory what was done a preat 


while ſince, and know not 
what todoe-now 2 or by A4- 
ſtroxomy to learn the mioti- 
onsand inflaences of the'Hea- 
vens, and know not how to 
come thither ? 

Others undertake long 
voyages, to have many Hoſts 
and few Friends : they pro* 
miſe to learn much, bur 're« 
turn more Fools than they 
went, as if they had dropt 
their Wits by the way, and 
having ainfullytrod over . 

sredt deal" of. ground , 
ſeogth Death tumbles Sh 


' Into it, : as Flies that are ſo 


long buſie ' with the flame, 
chat-at laſt-they ruſh in, and' 
when' they have ſurveyed: ſo 
much ground, a bandfull-will 


c0- 


x 

cover them. th Oe are be- 
witched with this Yanity,who 
goe long Pilgrimages to ſome 
Saizt to have Children , and 
when they are come home, 
they find ſome officious 
Neighbour hath eaſed them 
of the care, This 5s alſo Va- 
*ity and Vexation of the Spi- 
ri. 

It may be our Civill Vir- Civil Vice 
tues have ſome more ſub- %% 
ſtance in them, but therein 
Vanity diſplayes it ſelf moſt, 
becauſe many of thoſe Vir- 
tues are but Vices Brats : 
Choler whets on Valour ; 
Cowardiſe makes a Man ad- : 
vited and wary ; Amb:tion , 
Avarice, and Envy, are ſpurs 
to:Study and Induſtry ; fear 
of diſgrace and defamation, 
makes many Women Chaſt; 
nipgardneſs makes many mo- 

C- derace, 
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derate , others, neceſlity , 
friendſhips are contracted ei« 
ther for profit or plea- 
ſure; whereof the firſt is 
- Frippery , the laſt a Mar- 

CL 

Religion it (elf is often uſed 
to. ſerve our covetouſnelſs; 
many follow Chrift in the 
Wilderneſs for bread, this is to 
make the Vaderſtandings a 
{lave to the Belly, and the 
Prince and Commander of all 
\ Virtues,a Servant ta the baſeſt 
of Vices: Nay, 1 know not 
which is worlt, to forſgke 
Chrift, or to follow him for 
gain; to ferye Chrift for mp-- 
ney, or the Devil for nothing; 
ales we doe God leſs injury 
to.foxſake Chrift, than to.toly 
low hin to. doe bim injury, 
and to make bim,a Servant 
r0 our Avarice. If theſe be 
our . 


_ 
our Virtues, what ſhall our 
Vices be? and what Virtues 
can theſe be that thus dance 
atter the Devills pipe ? This 
zs alſo Vanity, and 4 vexati- 
as Corruption. 

This makes ſame men, Soliary 
( when! they. conſider. that "*- 
Fazity hath over-ſpred all 
Worldly things , that Vice 
and Wickednes have infect. 
ed all: eftates and canditiong 
of men, . toithe intent ro wind, 
themielvesaut;and-get away). 
confine themſelves to De- 
ſerts and a perpetual iolitnde, 
there: ta remain ta extreme 
ſilence-, avd. to ſyeak with 
none but: God and. them- 
felves.; andchaugh this, ſali- 
tary humar indiverſe proceed 
from a ſavage <ſpoligion, ith 
others from a-weaknelt, and. 
fpirit noteapable of the ſocie- 

C 2 "Mm 


ws _ <___ q X 
— 84 & 4,9 proms —_— —_—_ Sg 4 
> 


(34) 
ty ofmen; in others, from 
an ambitious deſire to be no- 
ted for ſome extraordinary 
profeſſion, becauſe they could 
not be ſeen enough in the 
Common Crowd; in others, 
from anger and deſpite , that 
they have ſo long tyred them- 
ſelves in ftriving againſt the 
ſtream, and to be croſled in 
every thing ; So I doubt not 
but there are. ſome who pur- 
poſeiy withdraw themſelves , 
and take upon them this ſoli- 
cary condition, to get out of 
the crowd of Vices, and to 
ſerve God with more liberty ; 
but even theſe are deceived, 
and when they think to goe 
out of the World at one 
door, they come in at ano- 
ther : for griefs of mind, per- 
plexed thoughts, Jumpiſh la- 
Zineſs, windic Hy poc _ 
4 


hand - -- 

call Melancholy, deſpair, pre- 
ſumption, and ſeli-admirati- 
on ſteal inſenſibly into the 
mind under a profeſſion ot 
extraordinary SanRity, which 
pines the ſpirits of the peeviſh- 
ly arrogant, and of peremp- 
tory devotion, which degene- 
rates oftentimes into folly or 
brutiſhneſs, 

The Solitary Man hath 
none to comfort him in his 
heavineſs , and having none 
ro compare withall, thinks 
himſelf the moſt excellent: 
then alſo inordinate dclires 
multiplie upon him, for Van 
ever thinks chat beſt that 1s 
furtheſt off. So St. Jerome 
in the midſt of the Wilder- 1" bis Ep 
neſs,and in abſtinent ſolitude, ©? £##«c# 
yet burnt with incontinent 
affetions, and his mind ran 
moſt on dancing with Maids, 

C 3 and 
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and when the Devil followed 
Chreft intothe Wilderneſs, he 
thought that the fitteſt place 
for temptation : and if the | 
Devil ſet vpon the Sonne of 
God in the Deltert, what | 
Monk or Cloyſterer thinks 
to goe free? The ſafeſt way 
is to goe outof the World, 
not with feet , but affeftions, 
and firſt to keep the World 
from neſtling in our hearts or 
nearus , eſt when we gue out 
of the World we carry it with 
us; for as a Man may be 
Worldly and Wicked, though 
he make a ſhew to live our of 
the world, ſo he may leave 
the World and yet never 
come in the Wilderneſs, and 
live among a multitude as if 
he were alone, and evenin a 
Court or Palace behold the 
Evill travell of men, and have 

no 
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no ſhare with them , and 
where the preateſt talk is, 
there to taſk with himſelf a- 
lone and confer with God > 
and to imploy himſelf to the 
edifyinp of the Church, to dis 
rect thoſe right that are 
wrong , and to bring them 
apain into the way to Heaven, 
and by ns means to hide the 
talent in the ground, andrco 
lop himſelf off ( as an un- 

rofitable branch ) from the 

odie of Civil Society, thus 
the Apoſtles did, and all 
thoſe lights who brought 106 
Sreat op ro the Church , 
and yet ſhine after theitr 
death. 

I know that Ars/tot 1» ſpake 
true in the firſt of his Pols.. 
that he that is diſpoſed to So- 
litarinels is either of a divine, 
or a baſe ſpirit, as much as 
C 4 0 
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to ſay, He forſakes the com- 
pany of men, either. becauſe 
his Virtues are above them, 
or he inferiour and not wors« 
thy to come among. them ; 
Bur I ſay, that he that loves 
Solitude becaule he excells 0- 
thers in Virtue, or Know- 
ledge, ought to ſubdue him- 
ſelf, and to deſcend ( by hu. 
mility and gentleneſs) to o- 
thers impertetions , beſtow- 
ing himſelf every way in 
word and aGtion to the 
good ofthe Church and Com. 
mon-wealth. 

For what are all our per- 
fetions, but poor ſhadowes 
and ob:cure traces of the per- | 
feRion of Chriſt ? yet he be- 
came like unto men, and con- 
verſed among men, that he 
might ſave men: From all 
which I gather this concluſi- | 


ON - 
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on, Thatifir be a Panty to 
forſake the World,then much 
more to follow it, and if Vi- 
ces (with all their miſchiefs) 
neſtle in the Deſerts, much 
more in the common crowd : 
Surely if Yanity be thus found 
every where, we may well 
fay, At is Vanily and V.xa- 
tion of Spirit. 

Now, while M:n buſes 
himſelf about all his vain 
travell, while he thruſts time 
forward with the ShouJders , 
every day begins a-freſh ro 
riſe up, and lye down again, 
to fill and emp: y his belly like 
a Spunge, and goes round like 
a Mill-horſe in the circle of 
of the ſame tedious occupa- 
tions, Behold old Age comes 
ſtealing on, which yet but a 
few atcain unto ; Every one 
deſires to come to it, and 

GC x when 
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when they areat it they wiſh 
it farther off: This is as it 
were the ſink and ſetlings of 
mans liie, the worſt of all to 
the Woridly, and the beſt to 
the Godly ; then are World- 
ly men more way-ward than 
ever , then they grow fearfull 
and froward, and (to ſpeak 
truly) weak in Judgement; 
for we cannot properly call 
that humour wiſdom, which 
is any way irkſome, nor want 
of power, Sobrietie z an old 
Man does not leave plea:ures, 
but they leave him ; he com+ 
plains without caule, thar the 
Faſhions and Manners of Men 
are changed into worſe ; *cis 
himfe!f that is ajtered : when 
he was young, every thing 
pleaſed him, though never ſo 
bad, when he is old, nothing 
can pleaſe him, though never 
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ſo good ; like a Man in « 
W herry,who thinks che ſhore 
moves, when. *tis himſelf. Ir 
is alſo a tault of old age to 
tals much , becauſe tiey can 
doe little, therefore they 
think *tis their paic to teach 
youns Men, and to tell or old 
matters done a great while 
agoe ; So towards the decli- 
ning of a Srure ( as of the 
Roman Empire ) much talke 
but little ations. In the 
Wortids old age, many curious 
Diſputes, but little piety and 
ſolid Religion. Old Ape is 
covetous , and worldy cares 
then come a freſh, every thing 
Srowes pray and withered 
fave onely Vice. The old 
Man the Apo/tez ſy» often 
ſpeaks of, growes not old to 
the World, but is then in his 
prime ;he ſees Death at hand, 

and 
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and holds Life but like an Eel | 
by the tayl , yet he deviſes 
long-breathed plots, and ga- 
thers and heaps up riches to- 


gether, as if Death were a | 


reat way off; then is Mian 
Back to leave his Life when 
it is leaſt worth, and little 
lefc but Lees : He never thinks 
of Death, though his Age 
gives him warning of it . and 


every grey hair ſerves for a | 


Summons : Nay, Death often- 
times takes an earneſt of him, 
by the loſs ofan Arm, or an 
Eye, or a Legge, to put him 
in minde that ſhortly after 
he will have the reſt. Again, 
old Men are beſotted with | 


| 


the World through long | 


cuſtom and acquaintance, 


and are loth to leave it, | 


though they find no good 
in it; Thu « alſo a Vanity 


and. 
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and Vexation of the Spi- 


18H, 


At the end of all this tedi- 


ous and unprofitable rravell 2% 


D:-ath comes , which takes e- 


very man away before he 


knowes how to live in the 
World, much leſs to leave it ; 
moſt men goe out of the 
World, betore they conſider 
why they came in; they 
would fain adjourn time, but 
Death will not liſten to any 
compoſition; His feet are of _ 
Wooll, but "his hands of 1- 
ron; he comes ſtealing in, 
but what he layes hold of 
he never lets goe Man 
makes as ſlow haſt thither as 
he can. It a Ship ſplit 100 
Leagues from Land, every 
one ſwims as well as hecan, 
not ſo much to ſave himſelf 


from drowning, as to ſet the 


clock 


44 
clock a little back for ſome 
minutes, and perſwade Death 
to give Nature a little longer 
time £0 pay the debt; this e- 
very one fees, and yet none 
can reſolve himſelt ; The very 
remembrance of Death or Fu- 
nerals, or the reading of an 
Epitaph, makes the hair ſtand 
right up , and daunts and 
frightsus ; We picture Death 
ſtern and ſtarved ; It mingles 
our compaſlion with horrour 
when we think of any that 
late gliſtred in gold and glo- 


ry, now crawling full of 


Worms, and intolcrably ſtin- 
king, while his Heir laughs 
in his ſleeve, and enjoyes the 
fruit of chat labour which 
himſelf never could; and in 
the midſt of all this dw and 
airt Ambition thruſts up the 
head , and Pride neſtles , 
the 


: 
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| he very Coffin; for they 


make iumptuous Sepulchers , 
ſpeaking Stones, ſtately Stiles, 
upon a Tomb ſtuck fulh-of 
lyes, that they which .goe by 
may ſay, Here lies a fair 
Stone and a foul Body, Surely 
this is a Famty of Vanities, 
and an extreme V anity. 

But all theſe are but Roſes cl. 
ro the Thorns that follow, for 
the moſt irkſom vanities and 
traveil of his temporall Life, 
are pleaſant in reſpe& of the 
trorments of eternall death, 
which 1s the common Inne 
and End of moſt men: That 
is th: broi1d way that leads to 
damnation, few men find 
the narrow way !0 (alzati. Nut To 
FRY I 3, 

D-at9 comes to make 4 
Prefs for H«//, and enrolls 
oreat and ſmall, wiſe and foo- 

liſh 
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tiſh, rich and poor, and ſome | 
too that poe for Saixtts, and. 
mask under a fine cloak of | 
hypocrifie, as if they meant 
to ſteal to Hell without any 
noiſe, or trouble by the 
way. 
Hell is all Fire, yet there 
is nothing bue darkneſs , 
where Sonls live to be al- 
wayes dying, but never dead; 
where they burn, bur are ne- 
ver conſumed ; complain,but 
are not pitied ; are afflicted, 
but never repent; where the 
torment hath neither end nor 
meaſure. | 
There wicked Dives ( who 
denied Lazarmw a crumme of 
bread, ) now begs but one 
drop of water, though all 
the Rivers in the World can- 
not quench his thirſt : But it 
thoſe fatheriy rods where- 
with 


) 
with God hiſerh his Chil- 


| dren. have brought ſome of. . 
| them to the brink of the' pit 


of Deeration, and to curſe 
the day oftheir Birth (as 7ob,qgy, ;. :,” 


and ' /erewy did) how ſhall):r,15.10; | 


| 


his enemies endure the Flasls 
of -his Indignation ? Ut 5s 4 
fearfull thing ( ſayes the A-,,cor.r2. 
poſtle ) to fall ints the hayds 
of the ling God, and hear 
alſo what he fayes in his an+ 
ger, Deut. 32. 1f 1 /ift up my 
hand to Heaven, and ſay 1 live 
for ever, If 1 whet my glitte- 
ring Sword, and mine hand 
take hold of Indgment, 1 Will 
execute [udgment on mine enc- 
mics, and will reward them 
that hate me. 

Bleſſed be God, who hath 
delivered us from this fierce 
wrath. and furnace, by his 
Sonne Ieſus Chriſt, Bae 
'Q 


# 
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| | Gal:3,13.S. Pavifayes,mm ware « curſe 
( k Perer x, 2, for z8, 44 hath called us from | 


Atrkruſs 'to hu warvello | 
tight : 'God pram that we 
may never know what that 
rorment means, amd ftudy ts 
learn ho more than may 
ferve to: keep us in his fear} 
and to make us acknowkedpe 
the preatneſs of his favour, 
and the excellency df our r& 
demption in Chriſt TIeſus 
his Sonne , bleſſed for &: 
ver. 4 

This precedent Diſcourſe 


God "W hath led us along through all 
{teth mans A4SCS and ordinary conditions 
parpoles; of humane life, and in out 


whole travell and ſurvey 
we have found nothing but 
Vanity aud Wexation of Spe 
ric,which more manifeſtly ap» 
pears, if we conſider the Lx7 
dance & providence of - 

who 
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-fe | who from the bigheſt Hea- 


wy | 
RET 
HS. 
My | 

F 


vens looks down upon our 
aQions, not as an idle ipeta- 
tor, but as-a ſape conduQtgr . 
and juſt Judge : He derides 
from aloft the plots of great 
men, he dlaſts their devices, 
he confounds the tongues and 
ſpirits of the re-bui{ders of 
Babel bruiſes the mighty ones, 
breaks Scepters into ſhivers, 
and all co make man know 
that he is but duſt, his wiſ- 
dom ignorance, that he ma 

learnto contemnethe World , 
to tranſplant his hopes from 
Earth to Heaven, ard ha- 
ving ſeen ſome of the bright- 
eſt beams of earthly glory 
( which like a flaſh of light- 
ning is ſoon gone) He may 


never ſay with Peter, /t ip, ,. 


good for ws tobe here , let us 
make 4 T abernacles ; Blefled 
is 


_ LIE. — _ 4 - 
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is he who hath ſeen enough of |{ 
this worldly Vanity, and is/i 
drawn nearer to God, that|t 


*when the ſtorm comes he! t 


may be in the Haven, andun-| 
der Gods wing and prote-|\ 
ion as under a ſafe thelter, 
he may behold the downfall|! 
of the wicked , the ſtaggering - 
of their purpoſes, the ſillineſs | 
of their hopes, and the e&| 
fects of Gods Iudgement, 
Hereo® the Prophet David 
cries out in the 92d Plalm, 
O Lwad how glorious are thy 

works , and thy thonghts are 

very deep, An nn\viſe mas 

doth uot well conſider this, and 

& fool dith not underſtand it, 
When the ungodly are green as 


' the graſs, aud When all the 


workers of Wickeanes do floriſh, 
then ſhall they be d:ſtrojed for 


ever, Andherein we are al- 
ſo 


(51) 

of ſo to obſerve, that this Pſalm 
is/is a Song of the Sabbarhday, 
at|to teach us that this Medita- 
he tion requires a ſetled and ſe- 
t-| queſtred mind, that gets out 

e-'of the crowd of world 
rr, thoughts to enter into Gods 
all honſe, ſuitable to that in the 
ng 72d Pſalm, where he profeſ< 
eſs ſerch, That he wes Homes at 
2 | the proſperity of the wicked, 
t and that it vexed him to the 
is | heart , wntsll he went Sto the 
n, Santtuary of God,then he conſi- 
hy  dered the end of thiſe men: For 
re to know the ſwnmmun bonuns, 
» and toun-mask this imagina- 
d nary happineſs of the World, 
» | we muſt not goe- tothe Phi« 
| loſophers ſchoo), and leis be- 
e leeve common judgment, but 
;, we muſt goe into/Gods.houle, 
and there enquire .what, man- 
ner of Goods they be ee 
0 
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God doth ordinarily beſtow, 
and-what- he reſerves for his 
own Children ; how 'uncer- 
tain worldly happineſs is, in 
reſpet of rhe certainties of: 
Gods promiſes, with: what: 
eaſie and inſenfible chains the! 
Devil hales men into Hell; 
how' he triumphs over thoſe 
that triumph moſt in this 
World, and think they ſtand: 
ſure, when they are ac the 
_ 1 Point of down-fall. It | 
_ an "So: alfo he conſiders the 
, *vsin-glory of men; One glo- 
ries in his ſtrength, yer a Bull 
is ſtronger ; Another of hs 
beaury, whicvis bur a ſupers 
ficiall © Dye » that covers 
che bones and the brain, 
hings in themſelves foarks 
ſens and ug ntl Hola 

fibers" and age witl oil 
marr it alf, or perhaps —_— - 
crore 


{ 
; 
£ 


W, 
his 
r 
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befare age come» Another 
glories in his Honours and 
Dignity, byt heis ever tull of 


in penſiyeneſs and fear, and ne- 


gf| ver enjoyes any quiet ; and 


2; impriſoned in his own per- 


he 
It; 


Nis 


. 


| Plexities, and, ſo tyed tg the 


| top, as .he can; hardly come 
down without. breaking bis 
' neck ; Angther glozies thar 


a4 be is the braveſt Drunkard 


| ofall bis felowes, but it his 
| Belly hold more than; theirs, 


he an hogſhead, holds more than 


o» bis Belly. 4/4 :kvs. is Vanity 


ll 
-  hity and Miſery, common. thi, 


, 


3 
» 


T. 
Tit 


/ 
re 


aud Vilany, both abke. 
Theſe are Generall Var The mile- 


ry of cer- 
"*rain condi- 


| all Meg , and that's, the fewit:(;Qns of 
of Sin. Beſides theſe, there mcn and 


| - 
| axoiome Men examples, of ex- people. 


wane weetchedneſs; 3: 1whatel 
nymber.of Beggars. io is the 
Greets 2 how many Slaves: = 

| ene 


: 
1 
b. 
1 
: 
4 
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the Galleys ? whata ſort of 
 Hirelings and Mercenaries? 
the backed part of Men de- 
vour the reſt, and the weak- 
eſt are Meas for the ftrong- 
eſt . 

Among the Txrks and 
Pagexs ( which are above: 
three quarters of the world) 
Men are fold like Horſes, | 
he that buyes them note 
their countenance , looks in; 
their mouth, cries the muſcles | 
of their arms and legs ; the 
Great Princes have thouſands 
of Slaves kept in Chains to, 
work in the Sugars, or inthe 
Mines, or in the Gallyes, a 
miſery more inſufferable chan 
death. | 

Some people have nigh 
fix maneths together, -whio 
live wa pe through exte© 
wity-'of 'cold , and 'bave* io 
'SE1 S. heat 

I 
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heat but whar they get by 


| Others again continually 
ſcorched with the Sun upon 
their naked ſands , which are 
barren of fruits, and-fruirfull 


of wild Beaſts and Serpents ; 


| ourclimare is as natures par- 
| den to thoſe intemperarures; 
| God gives us more of his bleſ- 


ſings, and we him the leaſt 
thanks; and there is no where 


ſo great povertpand miſery, 
As Ghere bach man 6 


| bleſſings are fo plentitully 


ſhowred down, and yet ſo ill 


| handled and requited. 


Vanity in the thoughts, de- 
fres , and judgments of 


ON 


All that which is already 
ſaid is buta rongh draught , 
or 
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or the firſt traces to repreſent 
ſuperficially the vanity. and. 
miſery of our nature , and the 
actions of men ; we will now 
conlider their thoughts. Da+ 
vid in the 94th. Plalm daies 
thus , God, knowrth the 
thoughts of mas that thiy are 
but Vain. : 

Tfa man could at night ga- 
ther together all the thoughts 
which have run through his 
fancy in the, day , he would 
wonder and be amaſed at 
their number and vanity, 
much more at their folly ;| 
Painters antick works come 
nothing neer them. 
" , One locks himſe:f into his 
ſtudy , where he relolvesto 
ſtudy very hard, but when he 
is in he does nothing elſe but 
cell the quarreils of bis win- 
| or -{ like Devin 


I«E0n, wn ** I. 28: " 
huiits afcer flies: 


SS 6&7 X a af 
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Another: walkes up and. 
doyen-ſad- and ſolitary,, and 
begins. to: rave in his own. 
thoughes what he would do 
if he- weve -a King:;-07r if. he 
bad-a\mi{lion of Crowns how, 
bravely he would ipend them; 
or- thinkitg- of his. domeſtick 
buſinels , linkes together 2 
chain-of long hopes , and by 
lictle and lietle becomes-ex-- 
ceeding: rich in his own wa=- 
king: dreary , and; whenthe 
comes neat wa ſees. his 
ow poverty, ne HngsaWway: 
and: bites the lipat ity 
Nay. ever-ig-the- times. of. 
preaching and; prayer , when, 
God-ſpeaks- to us,0r: wet, 
him, our -minds-; wander up; 
and dows; and if; our; beſt: a-. 
Rions: de | thus. beſacared,,, 
and mixt with-vagity , how- 
much more our idle and. 
D2 uge - 
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onprofitable houres ? | 
T heſe fooliſh thoughts ac- | 
companied with vain defires 
and tgnorance ſuitable, tur. 
moyl , and toſs {o the ſpirits 
of Man, that he can never reſt. 
When man is in his brown 
ſtudy then he pathers and 
heaps together all the evills 
that ever befell him , he frets 
and fumes atthe preſent, falls 
to calculate what is to come, 
- _ _ = _ | 
a , hechangeth doudt- | 
fullfears for pers, mileries ; | 
Fear makes many miſerable | 
before they come at it ; many | 
dye out of fear to dye ; every 
day hath afMiition enoughof 
its own ; who can ever be qui- 
et in himſelf, that continu- 
ally ſers before him all the &» 
vills paſt, and to come, | the 
one by memory, the other by | 
fear ? This | 


ee wo oO 


—_—— 
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This naturall reſtleſneſs 
makes a man toſs and tumble 
upand down, asa ſick man . 
is ever changing his. Bed, and 
ever worſe at laſt, and finds 


-no reſt but when he is weary 


of ſtirring ; he carries the e- 
vill allwaies about him,and is 
never the better for remo- 
ving : Nay I verily believe 
thatif God had ſer man be- 
twixt good and bad to take 
his choice ( and to cut our of 
the whole cloath ) he would 
chuſe the bad, be is ſo blind 
in judgment ; of if the good, 
he would make it bad, lis na- 
ture is ſo perverſe; if God 
ſene him no evill, he!would 
rovide ſome for. himſelf; if 
's own evill could not:vex 
him, he would be grieved at 
anothers good, for enyy frets 
him more than afliQion. 
D3 Hence 


x3 Sam.1lo. 
33, 
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Hence 'it comes that men 
are alwaiescoveting, but they | 
know not what, they are hot 
in deſire, but cold in perfor» 
mance, -like a bird that would 
flie, and can flutter bt with 
one wing, nay they are often 
diſtracted with a defire of 
contrarieties, 

One complaines that bl 
wife is Jead , another that 
his wife will not dye; one 
grieves for the loſs of his chil-. 
dren , another that his chik- 
dren are io leudas he counth 
them, all loſt # one tired with; 
forrein buſineſs commend" 
home-peace;and like < | 


rather lye hidden pong "the 
baggage than thew Yymſelfa- 
broad ro pref entFriothet 


chat is out + lick ploy- | 
ment breaks his nec E in cli» 
ming for it ; every thing 

makes | 


(61) 
m kes the beſt ſhew but thac 
which we- have ; nothing 
pleaſes us ſo © much as that 
we cannot get.; we like 
nothing fo well as. aano- 
thers lofs ; we laugh to ſee a- 
nother man fall but never 
laugh to. ſee him riſe a- 
Aifle 


- 
. 


© But alas in this vanity ofjyatnes 
our thoughts , and varietyand 1gno- 
of our affetions, we ſhewrance, 


+ | great weakneſs of Spirit, for 
"| the face and faſhion of things 
moves more thaa the things 
themſelves. | 
. One ſees a tragedy ated 
” . which he knows to be bur a 
"| fable, and nothing concerns 
him , yet he cryes for pitie , 
but for his own milſeries ne- 
ver ſheds a tear. 
Another hangs himſelf with 
deſpair, who at the ſame 
D 4 time 
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time would have run away as 


faſt as he could if another had | 


offered ro run him through 
witha ſword ; the difference 
is this, the laſt comes with a 
horror and fear , the firſt is 
felt before tis ſeen. | 

Opinion moves more than 
the things; Many eat.they 


- know net what, but find they 


like it, and being told what 
it is, ſtreight it poes againſt 
rheir ſtomacks, and they caſt 
it up again. 


Others are more afraid of ' 


Moule or a Toad than of a 
Sword; ſure our conceipts are 
often moved and tranſporeed 
with very childiſh royes and 
fancies. 

Again ( butI cannot give 
the reaſon of it ) ſometimes a 
man ſtudies to cozen himſelf; 
one tels atale which he knows 


. (0 


| 


| 


xs | 
id | 
;þ | 
Ce 
F | 
is 
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3/ 
to be falſe, yet he.tells it fo 
often, and with that afſu- 
rance, that at length he be- 
lieves tis true. 

Some husband knowes his. 
wite but hard-favoured and a 
blowſe , yet when he ſees 
her ſophiſticated and painted 
he begins to think . her fair , 
and ſhe her ſelf too begins to 
think ſhe is well-favourcd and 
deautifull. 

What a number there are 
that believe a religion becauſe 
they will believe it 2 who 
ſtrive againſt their own knows 
ledge , and whoſe Conſci- 
ence tells them thus, Me 
thinks that ſeems ablurd, and 
agrees not with Scripture, but 
I will haveit ſo, and I will 
thinke it ſo too: this is to 
have Faith:in a ſtring, and not 
ſubjeR Will to Religion , 
Ds$5 bur 


FOE. 1. JO 
but Religiyn to Will. 
Above all things mans | 
judgement ſhews it lelf wea- 
keſt in religion , for outward 
ations demonſtrate what is 
inwardly appreftended of the 
ſervice of God; in matters of 
news, we give more credit to 
oneeye-witneſs titan rthe' r& 
port of a Country , butin re 
ligion we are caryed: wittithe* | 
common opinion , and1love | 
to follow the faſhion , and | 
ro go with the crond ; when 
a man puts obt money he will 
be as ſure as he can co: lent! 
£0 honeſt and ſufficient men, 
and to take good - ſecurity, 
but in- matters of Conſcience. 
he nere looks farther than to 
theprieſt; 1 will now ſhew 
you ſome damnabletrifles of 
reverend eſtimation. 
1 Toclad pictures of wen 
| in 
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| in filk and gold, when: the: 
| poor goes naked who is the 
| picture of Go. + 

._2 To put off the hat atthe 
name" of - Jeſus, ue never at 
the name of Chrsſt. 

.3 Tocarrya flaring Crols 
upon the delly, when thebelly 
is the ecemy of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, 

4 Going to a Bawdy- 
| houſe ,or returning from ſome 
| iff aQ, to rumble over the 
| beads. 

5 Tokneelas welt befors 
the empty Pix, when the 
Prieft comes from a ſick man , 
as if it were full, 

6 To adore the Hoſt in 
the Pix , and not as-well to 
adore It in the ſtomiack 98 
him that received it. 

7 To make his Creator with 
a few words, and then to cat 
him. & to 
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$ To reyell and riot one 
day in Shrovetide ; and the 
next = to be very grave and 


reſerved 3 
9 To imploy ſome bleſled 


Beads for the remiſſion of | 


ſins. 


10 Whena preat-man dies | 


to beſtow a mourning gown 
npon our Lady that 1i.e may 
bear a parc of the ſor- 
roWe. 

11 To Whip ones ſelf 0- 
penly thereby to pleiſe God , 
and bring a Soul out of Pur- 
SALOTY» 

12 In honour of Saints to 
burn Candels at Noon. 

Theſe and many more ſuch 
toyes man hath deviſed in his 


own brain, and God muſt 


not diſlike them; Nay he 
goes ſo far as he beſtows the 
Offices in Paradice , he makes 

one 
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one a Patron of one Country, 
another a Phyſitian for;one 
diſeaſe, another for another, 
8s it che Ants ſhould diſpoſe 
the affairs ofa Kingdom, all 
this: (co: ſay no worle)) is a 
vanity and an extreme want 
of underſtanding. 

We who+« bave only the 
word of God for ourrule are 
not-exempted, for we mingle 
our one folly, and vanities, 
with the. ſacred verities of 
Gods word. 

In Civill actions when we 
need adviſe we go to our 
friends, but in matters of re- 
ligion we conſult only with 
our own ſenſe and inordi- 
nate deſires, which- are our 
domeſtique enemies. 

If a man owe us money we- 
had rather. have the money 
than his word; In matters 

concerning 


22M4YAsS, 


ncerning Cn eteqtl 

co God it is quite 04 

therwiſe: For the Goſpet is 

the obligation whereby God 
omiteth ſalvation to us, ſea» 


ed with the blood of his own | 
Son, 'yer we had rather keep. 


the obligation, than be payd 
the debt when we die, and 
then we would fain give a 
longer days —_ 

One tels a childiſh weak- 
neſs in Howri15 the Emperor, 
who made fo much of a Her, 
( which he called Roma) that 
when it was told himthat Ro- 
ma was loſt, Alas? ( faid he 
with a ſigh ) Roma was here 
even now. Sir,” fayes one to 
hini, we talk not of a Hen, 
but your City Rowe, taken 
and fſack'd 'by | A/arie the 
Goth; when the '' Emperor 
heard that', he-was: prectily 
cheered again, as —_— 

taat 


wh) _ 
that loſs farte more tolera- 
ble. 

Such is our weakneſs, we 
give none leave to meddle 
| with our money, bur we give 
' any man leave to draw us'to 
Vice, to ſednce tits with Error, 
and to poyſon our Sottls'; F 
will proceed, and ſhew more 
of the like. TEL 

| None ateſo forid as to re- 
fuſe t& take Phyfick' but of a 
man of excelient language; 
Yet many refuſe to hear a 
Preacher of the Gofpel unleſs 
he be eloquent; and the Gof? 
pel is the Souls Phyficks were 
it nota brutiſh madireſs itt a 
Malefa&or to trefaſe a Pars 
don, becauſe it is not Rltero« 
rically pertied? and why ma 
not the Wor@of God pleaſe 
welt enough, although Tr be 
not fourithel over, and _ 

me 


« 


2. am 
med with the graces of art, 


fince it is theLetters Patents of | 


Grace and Pardon, and the 
doRrine of our reconciliati- 
on with God; As if we ſhould 

{like our Fathers rod beſt 
when it is tyed with ſilk ? this 
is a peeviſh vanity,and a chil- 
diſh humour. 


It is ſtrange to obſerve how. 


vain, abſurd, and fooliſh our 
Judgement is of .others, and 
in = eſteem or diſ-eſteem of 
our ſelves. 

_ If wetalk of burthens, he 
is beſt, that bears mot; 
if of injuries ,, he that will 
bear none ; ſo we change 
ſtrength and valour into 
weakneſs and impatience. 

In. matters of Ornament, 
we judge not of the Blade 
by the beauty of the Scab- 
bard, nor of an Horſe => 

ne 
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fine Bridſe or Saddle; why 
| thendoe we eſteem. of a man 
| by his: good or bad cloaths ? 
| If we faluce a man' for his 
Apparrel, we might-as well 
complement with the Stuff in 
the Shop : why are we fo 
| conſiderate inſlight matters, 
| and ſo inconfiderate in our 
judgement of matters of mo- 
ment. | 
| Weelſteem well of a Mer- 
chant or Auditor, that is rea- 
dy and exa& in accounts, 
| though he live ſo as he can 
live Godno good account of 
is life ; one orders his gar- 
den and grounds handſomly, 
and himſelf lies rude , waſt 
and outofall order. 

We are no leis vain and 
childiſh in our feares ; for __ 
ven as little Children play **** 
with fire and burn them- 

ſelves, 


as their Father comes ſodain- 
ly upon them ; ſo men- play 
with. pleaſures (becauſe they 
Sliſter and look. gay) till at 
length they hurt themſelves. 
As Children are afraid of 
their Father,: when he comes 
to them with a viaard on, we 
ate frighted whenGod:.comes 
ſuddainly upon us under the 
mask of afflictions, ſickneſs, 


or death. | 


_ Man meg, = himſelf 
| dangerous or fobliſh ifears; 
One tears that his Wife likes 
another better than himſelf, 
and hunes and ſeeks for that 
he would not find; and per- 
haps the Wife grows angry, 
and revenpes herie}f, by do- 
ing as much as he feared. 
Another fears he ſhall' ne- 


ver rife to. Honor, and docs | 


ſome» 


0+) 
ſelves, and are afraid as ſoon 


—_ 
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| | ſomewhat to bring him to the 
- | Gallowes, and to blot his 
memory with perpetuall in- 
famy. 

Another fears he ſhall ne- 
yer have money enough, at 
laſt he finds the way to get 
it, and dies betore he tafts the 
pleaſure of it. 

. . Another feares. to die a 
Batchelour , but God ſends 
him a Wife that makes him 
more miſerable than he was 
before. Es” 

And when I conſider the Fai Wiſe | 
wiſtorm of the World, I = >, 
find it lixe the labour of -- - - 
| Moles, who dipge cunnings - * ©. | 

. ly under ground, but. dare: « .. © 
fot look outts the SunFfor -.* 
we have many fine flight 


worldly matters, q@iell, Þ 
.-- bargain, and to tndermi 
one another, but leet me 
, 


him 


TT 
him that is beſt ſeen in all 


theſe things, and bring him 
before the Sun-ſhine of Gods | 
Word, and the Brightneſs of | 


the Goſpel, and then he is 
ſtark blind, and wiil be ſo 
ſtill; and though he fore- 
caſts what future changes and 


chances ſhall be.in the State, | 


et he ſees not how nigh at 
and his own deſtruction 
ts, and though he can talk 
and diicourſe of matters of 
State, yet he is but the De- 
vils ſlave; and this weak-figh- 
ted knowledge dares conteſt 
with God, and the folly of 
the children of darkneſs with 
the wiſdom of the Father of 
lights; and mans prudence 
with Gods providence : tor 
the wicked cover themſelves 
with ſilence, iubtilty, and 
diſſembling , like httle oe 
ren 


| dt 
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| on : 
dren, who think they are hid, 
| when they ſhut their eyes ; 
| and that no body fees them, 
| becauſe they ſee no body; but 


God ſees them all bare and 
naked, better than they ſee 


| themſelves. God who is not 


only all hand(as holding and 

viding all 3 but alſo all Eye, 
Ces ſeeing or ſearching all 
things ) he ſees through the 
thickeſt ſubſtance, and dark- 
neſs is light unto bim , and 
therefore the Royall Propher 
Pſ. 94. juſtly taxes this ſot- 
tiſh wiſdom, Take heed ye 


| unwiſe among the people, ye 
| fools when will you Las and, 


be that planted the ear, (hall 
ot be hear? or he that made 


| the eye, ſpall not be (ce? In 
| this place the Prophet calls 


them unwiſe , not the fools 


that run mad vp and down 
the 


SIN. 
the ſtreets, not the Idiots,not 
the groſs common people, but 
che preat Politicians, who: 
manape all their matters ſo 
ſmoothly, as ifthey thought 
to hide themſelves from. the 
All-ſeeing wiſdom of God, 
or to "late: the eyes of his 
providence; but as-thoſe are 


che fierceſt Fevers that: have. 


the coldeſt Ficat firſt, ſo that 
is the moſt delperate folly 
that is vizarded'with wiſdom. 
and preateſt diſcretion. 
Thus the Godly man-muſt 
obſerve the actions and af- 
fe&tions. of men, and conſt- 
der all the unprofitable rra- 


vell of this life, and accor- | 


dingly frame his Medita-- 
tion. 
There aretwo-ſorts of peo+. 


ple inthe life of man, asrhere- | 
1s'ing Fair; Some-come-to: | 


buy 
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buy and fell, others only to 
ok about ; He that fears 
d is but a looker on ; 


| he comes not to buy or 
| fell, but onely to obſerve 


the workes of God, and the 
ations of men, that' when 
he ſes (the plitter of vaine 
curiofities, which men ex- 
poſe to view, he may ſay, 
Oh! what a number of things 
there are in this world, chat T 
bave no need of ? but if 
(while he be thus looking a- 
bout). he happen to get ſome 
hurt, or be jaſfſed, or live 
his purſecut, (that is, if he be 


| troubled, or aided ) he 


will prefently be gone , and 


remembring that he is but a 


| Ntranper in this world, he 


| 
| 


will ſet forward towards his 


| own'Counerie\, his live-in 


the Heavehs, ayming always 


(as 


(78) 
Phil. 3. (as the Apoſtle ek) toward, 
14. the mark of the hig b calls th 
God un Chrift Iofou Ts, 
world contemn him, he con- | S: 
remns that contempt, knows | fi: 
ing himſelf to be better than | co 
the world, and called to a | 'h 
better hope, he will eſteem | 
lightly of the promiſes of the | 9» 
World, .and the buſineſſe | ea 
thereof baſe and. tedious ; 
and like ary in the 1oth | or 
of Zuke, he will chooſe the | L 
better part , which cannot | th 
be taken from him; conclu- |h 
ding all his Meditations of |jn 
Vanity, as S«/omox did in the ls 
end of his Eccleſiaſtes, The |, 
Endof all 5s this , Fear God, pr. 
dig! p bis Conmundements, h 
Fe # the whole duty of, | 
Moan, jt 
Aﬀter this Meditation we |, 
muſt reſt our ſelyes upon \ 


(79) 
| thoſe two Maxims and Pro- 
pofitiovs which are the two 
' SanRuaries of Religion, the 
firſt, 7 hat ro love God we maſt 
contemn the worla;the ſecond, 
that to contemn the World We 
muſt bethimk onv ſelves of our 
own warth and aignity, and the 
excellency of our vocation. 

The firſt 1axim: is taken 


things of the world; If any love 
the world,the love of Ged is not 
in him, for all that which is in 
the World , as the luſt of the 
fleſh,the luſt of the eyes, the 
Pride of life g1 not of the fathzr 
bat is of i he wor ld, the World 
oy «th away , &c. Nothing 
(drives us further fro the love 
ls God than the love of the 
world, for the Scriprure calls 


_ world the Kingdom of 
dathan ; and as the Moon 
E hath 


out of the Epiſtle of St. 7ohn, John =” 
Love wot the world, nor the 11, 


yn Is 
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hath no ligh & wi by oppos 

ſition tothe Sun ſo our Soub 
j are in darkneſs-bur when wwe | 
| look unto God'; Sv apainit! || 
followes, that as the Moon 1 
bach no light in the ſhadow « 

Luxe. 16. of the earth, ſo our Souls 
na loſe their light (as the Scrip* | 
: ture, calls us Children of | al 
light ) when they are obſcu-| 0 
red and eclipſed with "the. tc 
tove of earthly things, a| is 
worldly cares and covetouſ- ce 
neſs, which we ought totread' w! 
under our feet, like che ap 
Church in the Revelation; | Lic 
which hath the Moon under anc 

her Feet, that is txamples up» 
ſ on all the unchangeable' wa'| him 
f ſteadineſs of theſe fublunaryg*2! 
þ things. And as Chri// warll hal 
| | have the penny paid # oe 

| Tribute to Ce/ar becauſe 4 

| bare his Image, ſo we 


give our ſelves roGod 0 


| 
i 
| 
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we bear hisImage;the miſery 

isthis, we often deface the I- 
| mage, and batter it againſt 
' the ground, bemiring our 

ſelves with baſe thoughts and 

dirty deſires. 
| Thereforeto the end we 

may contemn the world, and 
all the World can promiſe 
ordoe for us, we muſt come 
' tothe ſecond point, which 
| is to know the worth and ex- 

cellency of Godly men; for 
| when men by Fox-friendſhip 
| and cruell-ſubtilty would in- 
| tice a godly man to. doe: ill 
and to fin againſt God an 
| his own Conlicience, then ler 
| him look into himlelf and 
owe Argue; I that ama 
| child of God, of heavenly 


| rentage, one of the firft- 


, Whoſe names are writ= 
en in heaven, ſhall I value 
| E 2 the 


(82) 
the promiles of the world 
any thing worth , which (if 
they were certain) yet they 
are too mean for me? Win 
a Kings Son with apples? 
tempt the Son of the great 
Prince of Heaven with mo- 
ney to offend his Father? and 
like E/as ſell his birchright 


for a Meſs of potage? I will, 


never doe it, {od will never 
ſuffer me to be fo hood. 
winked; He is not worthy 


of Chriſt that doth not think. 


the world unworthy of him ; 
was not the world made for 
the Godlies ſake > and will 
not God deſtroy it again,and 
provide an houte far more 


glorious for us, and a more ; 


beautifull heaven than that 
we now behold, which is in- 
deed too mean for the dig- 


nity of Gods children ? thou , 
chat 


— - 
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that feareſt God, and haſt 
faith in his Son,1l would have 
thee know), that it is thou 
that upholdeſt the world,and 
for whoſe ſake the wicked 
are yet ſuffered to live; ſo far 
are Gods enemies indebted 
to thee. And God ſuffers the 
world to continue for the E- 
lets ſake, whereof ſome are 
' mixed with the wicked, 0- 
thers are not yet born, and 
(as it is inthe 6th of the Xe- 
, velation) God ftayes uvtill the 
number of our Brethren be 
| falfiled ; and thatis one of 
| the cauſes why our Savi- 
our calls his diſciples tbe 1444s, 1. 
 Salr ofthe Earth, as a ſmall 
 \ part among men that pres 
{ſerves the reſt,and retards the 
. diſſolution ; God continuing 
_ theBad forthe Goods lake, 
| tharthe bad may profitatthe 
4 E 3 CXAIN « 


(84) 

example of the Good, ad « 
by that means be driven td 
fear God , and truſt in bis «< 
promiſes ; this being the ev ' þ 
cellency of Gods children, - Þ 
they muſt eſteem of the ples t; 
ſures , riches, and plery of y 
the world but as trifles, rr 
and like the painted King» © 
doms which the Devill of 
red C brifh r) 

When men look down 
from the top of the Alps | 
to the plains below them, the x; 
greateſt Towns would ſeem kt 
no better than little Cabins, th 
how much would they ſeem C 
far leſs to be:{een from Hea- 4 
ven? The Godly min matt 
think he isin Heaven, and ) nc 
look down upon earth from 'ir 
thence. he will ſti] keep his us 
heart above, and thence be- thi 
holding the Palaces of Prin- 

ces * 


(3 
ces they will ſeem to him lit- 
tle Ant-hills : and the tumul- 
tuous toffing up and down of 
' Nations as the ſwarming of 
- Bees, when they are diſquie- 
red, and then well oblerving 
what is moſt remarkable, e. 
minent and conſpicuous 
bpon earth , he will ſay, 
Vaury of Vanities, all s FVa- 
3h 
This bleſſed magnanimity 
ſnall nothing hinder C/r/#/- 
\ #3 Iumility, for we ac- 
| knowledge our ſelves unwor- 
, thy, butare made worthy by 
| Chrift Jeſus ; If repentance 
- caſtus down, faith ſers us up 
t ipain; If of our ſelves we be 
| | nothing, yet through God 
ind bis Fatherly love unto 
$ 1sweare made ſomething; 
- thus the Godly quite differ 
- 'rom the worldlings, the laſt 
$f E 4 lifts a 
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lifts up his Pharifaicall eye 
to heaven, but his heart is 
on earth, and ſet upon luſt 
and covetouſneſs, the firſt - 
looks alwayes downward in 
humility like the Publica 
who durſt not look up to 
Heavenzyet by faith and hope 
hath his heart there, he con- 
temns the world not for the. 
love of himſelf, but for the 
love of God. | 
Wickedzeſs that now reigns. 

This is not all , for if we 
contemn the world for the 
love of God, it will at laſt 
make us hate the world,when 
(beſides the miſery and vani- 
ty thereof,) we ſee the dam- 
nable wickedneſs that reigns, | 
and ſtands in defiance with"* 
God ; when ( beſides the va- 
nity that is ſet to open ſale) 
we are to conſider the villa- 


ny +. 
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ny that is kept clole, Treaſonr, 
Murders, Adulteries , com- 
mitted in fecret, and when 
we conſider the viols of the 
wrath and curſe of God pou- 
red out penerally upon all 
men; For when we will en- 
trerinto a due conſideration 
of the world, we muſt ſet it 
before us all at once, and 
behold it together, and then 
at one glance run over all the 
people of the world, among 
which a number are Pagazx:, 
who worſhip the Devil, and 
that not in Ignorance ( not 
knowing what they do) but 
in expreſſe profeſſion : the 
Eaſt Indians build him Tem« 


\. Ples, and doe him all ſervice; 


The We/t- Indians are com» 
monly tortured and tormen- 
ted with wicked Spirits ; in 


moſt parts ofthe North they 


E 5 make 
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make a ſport to be Yr Wolſs,, 
and it becomes a tollerable 
cuſtome ; Witcherie is allo a 
common proteſlion there; 
there the Devil domineers. 
without contradiction. 

In the flouriſhing Coun- 
trey (where the Apoſtles ſo 
happily planted the Goſpel ) 
the Churches are turned in- 
to Moſquees, and Temples 
of Idolatry. 

In the Weſt, the outward 
face of the Church is be- 
come an earthly Monarchie, 
and great Money-hanks are 
ſet inthe place where Gods 
houſe was once ſeated. 

Amongſt all theſe ſo ma- 
ny ſundry and leveral} Nati: 
ons, the | Gatey are ſcattered, ] 
who blaſphemed, and perſe- | 
cuted Chriſt while he lived, 
and have continued to "ye 
1M 


(90) | 
-bim' all wrong. ever ſince he * 
died. 

In the Countrey from 
whence the Decretals come, 
( and which rules Religion 
at this day) Bawdy-houſes 
are common , and Sodnmy 
grown a taſhion, and yet the 
deciſion of the doubts of 
Faich muſt be coyned in the 
place of all this villany. 

The other part of the 
world who ſerve God truly , 
are but an handtull , who 
have much adoe to live in ſo 
bad an ayr , who are upon 
earth as Fiſhes out. of the 
water ; the remainders of 
Maſlacres, and as ſcattered 
ſhivers of a broken ſhip. Yer 
for all chis (even among this 
ſmall number of people pick- 
ed out of the reft of the 
' world ) evil increaſes, and 
tpreds 
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Tpreds hike a Canker or Gan- 
grene, Quarrels, Vanity , 
Excels in appareil, Ambition, 
(which laviſhly layes out ) 
Covetouſneſs ( which Idlely 
locks up) infeft a part of 
Gods flock, God ill ſervedin 
houſholds, cold charity,neg- 
le& of Gods word, to be 
ſhort, a Contagion ot Vices 
by the unwearied Induſtry 
of our Adverſary , which is 
a ſtep to ſuperſtition, from 
Vices we paſſe to errour, and 
from corporall to ſpirituall 
whoredom ; If then God be 
ſo ill ſerved where he is fo 
well known, what will he 


be in other parts of the 


world ? If vices lodge in the 


Porch and in the houſe of 


the wicked ? therefore C hrift ' 


calls the Devil fitly the 


' 


\ 
Pulpit how much more inthe | 


Prence * 
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Prince of the #orld, and St. 
Peter juſtly cryes out in the 
24. of the Aits, Save your 
ſelves from this froward gene- 
ration,for Sathan lyes in wait, 
ſeeking whom he may de- 
your ; this Age is infectious, 
vices ſtick faſt, temptations 
are powerfull, our enemies 
ſtrong, and {ubcile,our ſelves 
weak and ſimple, the way to 


| heaven ſtraight and ragged, 


few there are ( ſayes Chr: ) 
that find it, and many that 
have found it cannot keep it , 
but having known the truth 
forſake it again, and return 
to their vomir, let us there- 
fore take heed of the world, 
and keep our ſelves from ſo 
dangerous a place, [et us paſs 
by ir (as Strangers ) leaving 
the world and leaning to 
God; we are neyer truly - 
re 
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reſt, but when we reſt wholly 
upon God and his promile: : 
Heaven is in continuall mo- 
tion and that 15 the place of 
our reſt; and on the other 
ſide the earth doth aiwayes 
reſt, and that's the place of 
our agitation; Dyalls and 
Clecks tollow the motion of 
the heaven, but the faith of 
the Godly imitates the reſt 
above the heavens, for that 
reacheth us to ſet our reit up- 
upon God ; 4 1iſſes liked bet- 


ter the ſmoke of his own 


houſe than the fire of ano- 
thers, yea how much more 
liked: he his own fire than 
anothers ſmoke ? we are 
ſtrangers here, this is none 
of our houſe, our houle is in 
heaven , ſhall we then pre- 
fer the ſmoke of our ſtrange 
habitation-in-another Coun- 


try 
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try, and the «darkneſs of the 
earth, betore the fire of our. 
| own houſe, and the plory 
\ of our own home which is 
\ the Kingdom of Heaven ?- 

This 1s the Kingdom of 
Satar, that the Kingdom of 
(God, this a vale of Teares,. 
that the top of all bliis, here 
we ſowe in ſurrow, there we 
ſhall reap in joy ; here we 
ſee the Suns light through 
two little holes, which we 
call Eyes, there we (ball ſec 
Cods light on all ſides as if 
we were all Eye, I hen when 
God ſhall be all in all, to 
whom be Honor and Glory 

for evermore. 
LAMens 
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BEABGAAS 


EKSEASISSIIEIIASISIS 


GLIMPSE 


OF THE 
Divine MAJESTY : 


From the Clefe of the 


ROCK, 


Exod. 33: 22. 


I DEginnins withour 
B ine." End 
without end. 

2 End of beginnings , 
B ginning of all ends. 


3 Fuſt Mover, never 
EGV 4 
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- movd nor moving, 
. yet all's motion, 
4 Self- ſufficient , AlL 
_ efficient, 

5 Wholſepati: fit , He 
ſpake the word and 
it way done. © © 

6 AGircle whoſe Cen- 
ter 1s every. where, 
and Circumference 
no where, _ 

7 To whom 4ll_th1-g5 
are excentrique, he 
concentrique wih 
all things, 

8s Ev:r green, never 
growing. 

9 Swift without mo- 
tion. 

10 Continuall without 
time, 

11 
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11 To whom whatever 
was and ſhall be Is 

2 now, Vhat Is, was 
( andever ſhall be 
preſent before him, 

1; Secsall,unſeen of aty+ 

14 All withour parts. 

I 5 Good without quality 

I 6 Great without quan= 
tity. 

17 Unchangeable, yet 
changes all. 

18. A Loacſtone without 
variation. 

19 A Ship that ſwitter 
than chought falls 
the compaſs of All 
wicthour any com*- 
paſs at a'], 

20 Abottomleſs ſea, al. 
ways flowing wirh- 
out reflux, 27 


_— - 

21 An over-running 
ipring emptying 
himſelf into himſelf 

22 Filling all, and full of 
all. 

23 ASunthat never ri- 
ſes nor ſers, alwayes 
in Meridian, 

24 Whoſe beams are his 
works, whoſe lighe 
is his g'ory. 

25 Isof himſelf, in him - 
ſclf, every where. 

26 Aboveus, inus, be- 
neath u;, yet inac- 
ccfid'e, 

25 Wills cur beſt will.” 

28 Whoſe woul1 is could, 
waoſe wills Act. 

29 Day without nigh!, 

30 Learning without 
L=tters, 31 
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21 Kaowledge withcur 
defee, 
32 Wealth without want. 
33 Glory without envy. 
3 4 Pleaſure wichout paty, 
35 Joy withoutgrict. 
36 Enough withour 
choice, 
27 Saticty without fulnes, 
38 Peace without trou- 
ble, 
39 Triumphes wichout 
Watre. | 
40 Is all things, yet a- 
bove and beſtdes us, 
41 Known onely to us, 
that he is onely 
knowa to himſelf. 
O how amiable are thy 
drelings thu Lord of Ph, 34-1; 
Hoſts, 
Im- 
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Immortall, Immutade, 
Infinite, Invifible, Invin- 
cible, Inccmprehenfible, 
Almighty , All-ſut ficiene, 
Mercitull, Liberal, Boun- 
ritull, Pure, Wile, Free, 
Juſt, Great, Good, Glo- 
rious , Gracious , 'Sole, 
Single, and the Same. Or 
Every of theſe not in De- 
nomination but Abſtract, 
ang but One Ryet number. 
leſs. * 


ways, bat haw little a por- 
tion dowe heex of him who 
held back the face of hu 
throne, & ſpreds his clouds 
0VGF 2, 


The 


| 


Theſe are a pert of his 
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' Thedeeper that we i 

| in this Abyfs, 

' _Thetmnorewe AG the 
{6 of what he 1s. 


De tacentibus dete quonite' 
£m Loquares mutt ſunt.” 


| Woeto filence Lord of 
| Hoſts, 
| Whenitrare dumbrhat | 


praiſe _ olt. 
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